A8 All the Parish Councils were also contacted by
letter.

A9 In parallel with the literature review and
consultations, a systematic analysis of map
information and aerial photographic material
was undertaken. Maps of geology, landform and
drainage and other landscape information were
prepared, using Ordnance Survey 1:50,000 and
geology, soils and agricultural land classification
maps. Following this, landcover mapping was
completed, using 1993 aerial photo coverage of the
Leeds district and transferring the information
onto a 1:25,000 map base.

A10 Landcover analysis is helpful in areas where
landform is not always the dominant landscape
factor. It is mainly concerned with the farmed
landscape and land around the urban fringe but
also identifies areas of semi-natural vegetation
such as moorland and woodland. Essentially it
consists of mapping different combinations of land
use, field pattern and tree cover, using the up to
date aerial photographs.

A1l The method used for the Leeds study was
based on that developed as part of the
‘Warwickshire Landscapes Project. It involves
allocating parcels of land to appropriate categories
by means of a simple coding system. Parcels are
defined as areas of land bounded by roads,
watercourses, parish boundaries and in places
railways or canals. Although variable in size,
parcels tend to be smaller where the landscape is
complex, for example around the urban fringe, and
larger where it is more uniform, for example in the
farmland to the east of Leeds. The systems thus
adjusts automatically to reflect the scale and
pattern of the landscape.

A12 For the Leeds study, parcels were coded
using combinations of the following codes as
appropriate:

F : Cropped farmland

P : Pasture

L : Large scale field patiern

S : Small scale field pattern
(1) : Intact hedgerows

(2) : Few hedgerows

(3) : Intact walls

(4) : Few walls

1 : Trees mainly in hedgerows
2: Trees mainly in woodlands
3: Few trees

Al3 So, for example, the implications of
particular combinations of codes would be:

PS11  Paswure, small scale field patern, intact
hedgerow patiern, with trees mainly in
hedgerows.

PL32  Pasture, large scale field pattern, intact
walls, trees mainly in woodland.

FL23  Cropped farmland, large scale field
pattern, few hedgerows and few trees.

Ald After the initial coding, parcels with similar
characteristics were grouped together and coloured
up to enable a composite picture to be drawn up
and broad patterns could be distinguished. This
map was then reduced to 1:50,000 scale to enable
direct overlay on the other maps containing
information on topics such as landform and
geology.

A135 On the basis of combined overlays a first
approximation of landscape types was prepared (0
provide a basis for field survey.

Stage B: Field Survey

A16 The main purposes of a field survey are to
record the visual character of the landscape and to
confirm or modify landcover plotting and
landscape character area boundaries. This
complements and builds upon the desk study,
which in itself provides a useful basis for planning
the field work.

A17 For the Leeds study, a combination of three
approaches were used to complete the landscape
classification, to define the boundaries between
landscape types and individual landscape units and
to build up detailed descriptions of the landscape
of each unit. These were:

(i)  General familiarisation: gradually
becoming acquainted with the landscape unit
by moving through it by car and on foot with
the aid of maps, building up an initial
impression, seeing each landscape from a
different place, experiencing new areas,
developing greater familiarity and a more
lasting appreciation of the landscape and
variation within it and making judgements
on, for example, overall character and types.
Observations were recorded as map
annotations and field notes.

(ii) Structured survey: formal observation at
reasonably accessible points, designed Lo
record a fixed range of information
consistently at each point and to prepare a
composite record for a particular landscape.

(
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A copy of the structured survey form is
included at the end of this appendix.
Information was recorded in the following
ways:

. Written description, 10 record an
overall impression of the landscape,
the influence of factors such as
landform, landcover, field pattern
and settlement, the way in which the
landscape is perceived, its aesthetic
characteristics, any evidence of
change and management problems
and thoughts on opportunitics for
enhancement.

. Checklists to record characteristic or
dominant features, particularly
important associations and aesthetic
and perceptual characteristics.

e Photographs, 0 record typical
examples of landscape types.

(iii) Visual appraisal: a more detailed visual
appraisal of the whole of the area, using
the aerial photographs in conjunction
with the field survey, to record on
1:10,000 map sheets, the following
information:

- landcover

- key landscape features (positive and
negative)

- intrusive features

- important vicws

- management problems

- use and condition of land at thc urban
edge

- nature of the urban edge

A18 This information has been incorporated into
the separate map book which accompanies this
report,

Stage C : Analysis

A19 On completion of the field survey, the next
step was a process of analysis and collation of data.
Having reviewed the Jandcover overlays and the
associated field maps and field assessment sheets,
the main task was 1o classify areas of similar
character into landscape Lypes and landscape units.
Boundaries were drawn based on a mixture of field
notes and map annotations, acrial photographs and
map information and descriptions prepared
drawing on all this information.



LEED

FIELD S
Map No.:
Date:

Viewpoint:

DSCAPE

VEY FORM

MENT

Form No.:

Weather:

Aesthetic factors - initial impressions of an area

SCALE
ENCLOSURE
VARIETY
TEXTURE
COLOUR
MOVEMENT
UNITY
NATURALNESS

Intimate
Confined
Complex
Smooth
Monochrome
Remote
Unified
Undisturbed

Historical and Ecological Associations

commaons
old orchards
hamlets

ancient field systems

ridge and furrow
field ponds
moats

mine workings

stone walls
hedge banks
water meadows
historic ruins
old pollards
ree avenues
defence works
hedgerow oaks

Description of Landscape Character

Small
Enclosed
Varied
Textured
Muted
Wacant
Interrupied
Restrained

ancient earthworks
wmuli

irregular fields
regular fields
parkland trees
ancient trackways
thomn hedges
mixed hedges

Surveyors:

Direction of View:

Medium Large
Open Exposed
Simple Uniform
Rough Very Rough
Colourful Garish
Peaceful Active
Fragmented Chaotic
Tamed Disturbed

narrow lanes
wide verges
heathland
bracken
green lanes
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DESCRIPTION, MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Landform

Land Use (Agricultural) Management problems and opportunities
Land Use (Other) Management problems and opportunities
Field Pattern/Field Boundaries Management problems and opportunities
Trees and Woodlands Management problems and opportunities
Buildings and Settlements Management problems and opportunities



Water Featurcs

Urban Edge (Study Area Boundary)

Linear Features

Views and focal points

Landmarks and eyesores

Other

Management problems and opportunitics

Management problems and opportunities

Management problems and opportunities

Management problems and opportunities

Management problems and opportunities
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CHECKLIST

PRESENCE AND CONTRIBUTION OF DIFFERENT LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS

LANDFORM FEATURES
hill

valley
cliff/precipice/overhang
plateau

ridge/slope/spur
bench/terrace

knoll

basin/hollow

plain/flat

rock outcrop/crags
other

LAND USE (AGRICULTURAL)
arable

horticulture/glass

permanent pasture

ley pasture

rough grazing

LAND USE (OTHER)
excavations/quarries
Lips

car parks

picnic area
camping/caravan site
golf course

FIELD PATTERN/FIELD BOUNDARIES
large fields

small fields

hedges

hedgerow trees

walls

fences

drainage ditches

other

WOODLAND/TREES
coniferous plantation/forest
mixed plantation/forest
deciduous woodland/plantation
woodland edge

shelterbelt

tree clumps/avenues

parkland trees

scattered trees and scrub

other

LINEAR FEATURES
footpaths/bridleways

minor roads/tracks

trunk road

motorway

farm/forestry or sporting roads
railway tracks

power lines/high/low voltage
pylons

embankments

other

BUILDINGS AND SETTLEMENTS
setlement

farm buildings

church

castle/ruin

traditional buildings

modern buildings

WATER FEATURES
reservolr

river

canal

stream

other

VIEWS
distant
framed
intermittent
panoramic
corridor
other



CHECKLIST OF MANAGEMENT ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Agricultural management

intensification
extensification eg. Set-aside, Countryside Stewardship opportunitics
new crops/new technology
ficld boundaries
-removal
-addition of new boundaries
-condition/management (over-grown or low cut and gappy hedges/wall repair)
farm buildings
-evidence of redundancy
-size/intrusion of new buildings

Trees and Woodlands

management of existing woodlands
regeneration of small woods
ficld/hedgerow trees -

condition/health
parkland trees - over-mature, need for re-planting
stream/riverside trees - pollarding etc.
opportunities for new woodland planting

Development

existing road corridors - intrusion, scope for integration and screening
new roads - possible intrusion

impact of adjacent new development (residential/commercial)
conversion of redundant farm buildings

mineral extraction - type, scale, impact

tall structures

Semi-natural habitats

threats
internal change e.g. succession
management needs

Recreation/Tourism

evidence of use

wear and tear/erosion

evidence of parking/car parks etc.
potential

golf courses - types, style, integration
other sports activities
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Introduction

A1l The method of landscape assessment used has
evolved over the last seven years. The initial
method was developed by LUC in a landscape
assessment of the upland area of the Cambrian
Mountains in Wales. It focussed on classification
of the landscape into types of distinct character
through a combination of desk study, involving
overlays of landform and land cover and field
survey. The method was incorporated into the
Countryside Commission's guidance on landscape
assessment, set out in CCD 18 Landscape
Assessment : A Countryside Commission
Approach.

A2 This has guided subsequent assessments, in
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty for example,
and has been developed and refined over the years,
particularly in CCP 332, Assessment and
conservation of landscape character: the
Warwickshire Landscapes Project approach. In
PPG 7 The Countryside and the Rural Economy,
the Government advocates the use of landscape
assessment as a basis for preparing development
plans. The Department of Environment Circular
22/92 on Indicative Forestry Strategies also
recommends landscape assessment as a starting
point for developing indicative forestry strategies.

A3 The most recent Countryside Commission
guidance on landscape assessment is published as
CCP423, Landscape Assessment Guidance. This
pulls together previous advice, develops ideas
about good practice and draws on examples of
assessments that have been carried out at different
scales. The work we have carried out in the Leeds
area is fully in accordance with the Countryside
Commission's recommended approach.

A4 The method of landscape assessment for the
Leeds study involved a number of tasks, as detailed
below:

Stage A : Desk Study

A5 A great deal of information can be gained
from desk study of existing sources such as
textbooks on the geography and history of the area,
guidebooks, maps plans and air photographs. The
first task of the Leeds study involved a literature
review. For this, all relevant and available

published and unpublished material relating to the
landscape of the area was assembled, including:

(i) published and unpublished technical reports,
which were received from Leeds City
Council, and others which were supplied as a
result of consultations,

(ii) books, literary descriptions and material held
by local studies collections and in local
libraries.

A6 The literature review provided a useful
starting point and assisted particularly in
understanding the physical and human influences
that have helped to shape the Leeds landscape of
today. Itis also a major source of information on
the 'non-visual' aspects of landscape character such
as archaeology, nature conservation and
architecture; and on cultural perceptions and
landscape change.

A7 The second task of the study involved a series
of consultations, by letter, telephone or meetings,
with interested parties. A range of organisations
were consulted to see if they held additional
information on the area and to find out about their
views on change in the landscape and options for
future management. The following organisations
were contacted and the majority responded:

British Waterways;

Council for the Protection of Rural England;

Country Landowners Association;

English Nature;

Forestry Authority;

Leeds Urban Wildlife Group;

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food;

National Farmers Union;

National Rivers Authority;

Ramblers Asociation;

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds;

South Leeds Groundwork Trust;

Sports Council;

West Yorkshire Archaeology Service;

West Yorkshire Ecological Advisory Service;

West Yorkshire Farming and Wildlife Advisory
Group;

Yorkshire and Humberside Regional Tourist

Board;

Yorkshire Water;

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust;
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